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ABSTRACT


Limited drugs are approved in Canada for use in sheep. Although no data was documented regarding drug use in Ontario sheep, it was thought that much use is extra-label. Public health risks, including drug residues and antimicrobial resistance, may result from extra-label drug use in livestock. This study examined characteristics of drug use on Ontario sheep farms, emphasizing antimicrobials. Forty-nine sheep flocks participated in a yearlong prospective study. Producers documented treatment events during the study period and drug use data from the records were summarized. Fifteen drug categories were used by producers; most frequently were antimicrobial (40.7%, n=2,710), vitamin/mineral (12.0%) and biological (11.1%). Short-acting penicillin (27.2%, n=1,103), long-acting oxytetracycline (22.9%) and long-acting penicillin (21.9%) were antimicrobials used most frequently; 93% of antimicrobial treatments were extra-label. Antimicrobials represented the largest proportion of drug use on sheep farms. Extra-label drug use may result from limited labelled treatment options meeting sheep producers' needs.

