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Action Items from the February 2020 Board meeting 

➢ February activities focused on preparing for and conducting the Scrapie Flock Certification Program audit. 

Canadian Sheep Identification Program / Traceability 

➢ The CSF provided two February AgroLedger presentations in February; to Statistics Canada’s Agriculture Division management, and Atlantic 

AAFC’s MISB (Market and Industry Services Branch) and CFIA staff.  Both presentations focused on understanding market information 

management and analysis capabilities of the system. 

➢ Both the Regulatory Implementation Committee and IGAC groups have in-person meetings in early March, where activities around future 

traceability regulations are expected to pick up once again.  There was a brief lull in planning as the result of the fall election, but we expect 

future regulations to remain a priority for the administration.  More news to come in March. 

Scrapie Flock Certification Program 

➢ The CSF is working with the CFIA to conduct a full Scrapie Flock Certification Program review that will assess enrolled producer files from 2017 

through present day.  A huge undertaking, this review will ensure program delivery partners have been fulfilling their roles and responsibilities, 

and that industry partners can be confident in program delivery.  Enrolled producers can expect to be asked questions regarding their 

enrollment that date as far back as 2016. 

Industry Updates 

➢ The CSF-CFIA Sheep Sector Humane Transport Working convenes regularly, working through a Q&A document for industry, and developing a 

list of issues for which guidance is not clear.  After the Q&A document the WG will examine existing communications tools and consider 

additional comms pieces specifically for the sector work with the CFIA on guidance around issues identified through the Q&A discussion and 
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address implementation and compliance challenges as they arise. If industry partners encounter compliance and/or enforcement problems, 

please let us know and we will bring it to the WG and CFIA’s attention. 

➢ The Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s Chronic Wasting Disease Herd Certification Program Working Group met twice in February to conduct 

the program’s annual National Standards Review.  During the review, changes to program rules are discussed based on new and emerging 

disease science, issues identified through the last year of program administration and changes to domestic disease control policy.  Draft 

National Standards incorporating changes identified by the Working Group have been circulated to industry for comment. 

➢ The CSF met with NFACC and Humane Canada to discuss the 5-year review of the Codes of Practice for the Care and Handling of Sheep.  

Started over 18 months ago, the process was delayed awaiting an appointment by Humane Canada in keeping with the NFACC process 

requiring at least one appointment from the animal welfare sector.  We may now be in a position to convene the Code Technical Panel and 

complete the 5-year review. 

➢ The Canadian Global Food Animal Residue Avoidance Database (CgFARAD) Sustainability Working Group has been working through ways of 

ensuring the valuable service provided by CgFARAD remains available to industry.  CgFARAD will be implementing a fee for emergency 

withdrawal requests as follows:   

o As of May 1, 2020, CgFARAD™ is implementing a fee for service for emergency withdrawal interval requests. This will include any 

requests that are identified as urgent (emergency) by the veterinarian. Typically, urgent requests could be feed mixing errors, 

poisonings, and exposure to toxic or prohibited materials.  

o These types of emergency requests generally require a response that is urgent and necessitates staff and resources to be diverted from 

scheduled and queued submissions to address what can be a critically hazardous situation.  

o In some situations, previous research or depletion studies have to be located and CFIA, or other relevant parties, may also need to be 

consulted.  

o The time involved in responding to these requests can range from a couple hours to more than six hours, and often fall outside of 

regular business hours.  

o The fee charged for emergency request services will be based on an hourly rate of $300. An estimate of the time expected to complete 

the request will be provided by CgFARAD™ to the requesting veterinarian, at the time the request is submitted to CgFARAD™. A range 

of $900 to $1,200 would reflect a request requiring three to four hours to complete. However, the final invoice will reflect the actual 

service hours provided regarding the request.  

o All CgFARAD™ requests must be submitted by licensed Canadian veterinarians. However, the fee for the request will be assigned to 

whichever party is deemed responsible for the emergency request. For example, if it is a mixing error for a medicated feed, the feed mill 

will be invoiced. If the prescribing veterinarian has made the error, it would be the veterinarian. If the emergency is the result of an on-

farm error due to the producer, the producer would be invoiced.  
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o The database will be modified in order that veterinarians can identify the request as urgent (emergency). Additional instructions will be 

provided to the requesting veterinarian, by telephone and/or email, regarding the handling of the request, including additional contact 

information that may be needed e.g. feed mill, producer, and fees and invoicing associated with the request.  

➢ The Canadian Livestock Transport Advisory Committee continues to meet to consider governance options and to support CLT’s essential 

services in the interim of a new governance structure.  Online and in-person training materials need updating to align with new humane 

transport regulations, an activity prioritized by the Committee.  

➢ Animal Health Canada’s Working Group met in-person in February to work through the gap analysis and discuss potential governance 

structures.  The Working Group aspires to have 2-3 proposed structures to present to the Champions Committee in April.   

This month’s meetings 
➢ Royal Winter Fair 

➢ Chronic Wasting Disease Herd Certification Program Working Group X 2 

➢ Canadian Sheep Federation Board of Directors 

➢ National Farm Animal Care Council 

➢ Canadian Global Food Animal Residue Avoidance Database (CgFARAD) Sustainability Working Group 

➢ Canadian Food Inspection Agency – Chronic Wasting Disease 

➢ CSF Wildlife Conflict Working Group  

➢ Canadian Livestock Transport Advisory Committee 

➢ Animal Health Canada Working Group 

➢ Dairy Farmers Canada – Ottawa 

➢ Animal Health Canada Working Group – Ottawa 

➢ Canadian Food Inspection Agency – Scrapie Flock Certification Program audit X 2 

➢ Community for Emerging Zoonotic Diseases 

➢ CSF-CFIA Sheep Sector Humane Transport Working Group 

➢ Canadian Food Inspection Agency and Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada – AgroLedger 

➢ CAHSS Vector-Borne Disease Surveillance Network 

➢ National Farmed Animal Health and Welfare Council Wildlife Farmed Animal Interface Working Group 
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