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New – Join the Canadian Sheep Federation Facebook news group to get up-to-date CSF information 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1645583765602782 

Action Items from the September 2020 Board meeting 

➢ The CSF Executive met with Canadian National Goat Federation leadership to discuss a small ruminant industry position on pregnancy 

ultrasound technology. 

➢ A workplan for the completion of AgroLedger’s first phase was developed and deployed.  Likewise, an AgroLedger Advisory Board is being 

assembled.   

➢ The Global Sheep Producers Alliance has been circulated to international partners for ratification and plans for a fall virtual global conference 

are underway. 

Canadian Sheep Identification Program / Traceability 

➢ The first phase of AgroLedger development nears completion, expected to wrap up by early October.      

➢ The CSF provided senior CFIA leadership with a briefing on AgroLedger development and received CFIA’s endorsement of the technology’s soft 

launch.  A follow-up meeting will take place once the technology is in use.    

➢ NIDMAC (National ID Methodology Advisory Committee) met recently to discuss proposed changes to the tag approval and revocation 

framework.  Among these was a proposed change to transponder read strength threshold for RFID tags from 0.6A/m to 1.2A/m.  However, 

sheep tags globally are equipped to read at 0.6A/m and a change in requirement to 1.2A/m would mean new chips would have to be used in all 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1645583765602782
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Canadian sheep tags which would raise tag costs.  In providing some literature to NIDMAC leadership, we were able to maintain the 0.6A/m 

standard for sheep tags, aligning with the global standard.  We need to ensure that the approval standards remain functional for industry. 

➢ The CSF is exploring new options for animal identification that could both cut ID costs and facilitate traceability reporting.  Having engaged in 

discussion with two different firms and two university departments, the Board will consider research proposals aimed at evaluating new 

technology in this field. 

Scrapie Flock Certification Program 

➢ Scrapie Flock Certification Program delivery continues to meet service standards. 

➢ The CSF has received requests for information regarding SFCP Certified farms, from Colombia importers interested in importing sheep and goats 

from Canada.  An October meeting is planned with Colombian trade commissioners to discuss the opportunity in greater detail. 

Industry Updates 

➢ With the help of the Code Research Committee and Code Technical Panel, the CSF facilitated the completion of the 5-year review of the Code of 

Practice for the Care and Handling of Sheep which wrapped up in September.  The Code Technical Panel will submit its recommendations to the 

National Farm Animal Care Council in October, for their Board’s consideration during the December NFACC meeting.  Additionally, the CSF Board 

has received NFACC’s final recommendations to align the Code for new transport regulations and will ratify the changes in the October Board 

meeting.  NFACC will update all on-farm Codes to reflect transportation regulation changes and revised Codes will be available in electronic 

format later this year.  The CSF would like to thank Dr. John Gilliard, Dr. Joyce Van Donkersgoed and Keeley Haight from the Research 

Committee, and Fred Baker, Cynthia Wesselingh, Valerie Gerber, Brian Greaves, Joyce Van Donkersgoed and Toolika Rastogi from the Code 

Technical Panel for all of their help on this initiative. 

➢ Animal Health Canada continues to refine a draft Statement of Intent aimed at providing formal structure for the industry-government 

partnership.  Canada’s sheep industry will be asked to consider becoming a signatory to the Statement, with the understanding that:  “AHC will 

be formed through a national ‘coalition of the willing’ built on the guiding principles of pre-determined accountability and informed decision 

making and will be open to the participation of both levels of government and all animal industry sectors.   AHC will have a defined mandate to 

undertake actions and deliver agreed upon programs that achieve high standards of animal health and welfare protection and economic risk 

mitigation consistent with the objectives and guiding principles of the Plant and Animal Health Strategy (PAHS). Its governance structure and 

mandate will be based on formal commitments by all parties with the flexibility to evolve over time.  AHC will not perform regulatory functions 

unless delegated by governments.”.  The CSF Board will consider the Statement once a final version is available. 
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➢ The National Farmed Animal Health and Welfare Council hosted a meeting of members in September, releasing its annual report.  The report 

was made available to CSF members and shared on the CSF’s Facebook page.   

This month’s meetings 

➢ Code Research Committee – 5-year review Code of Practice for the Care and Handling of Sheep 

➢ Cambridge University 

➢ CSF Board of Directors 

➢ CgFARAD Senior Leadership 

➢ OneCup AI 

➢ Code Technical Panel X 4 - 5-year review Code of Practice for the Care and Handling of Sheep 

➢ University of Toronto 

➢ Animal Health Canada Working Group 

➢ CFIA – Innovation, Business and Service Development 

➢ CgFARAD 

➢ Health Canada – Review decision on pyrethrin 

➢ Canadian Livestock Transport (CLT) Advisory Committee 

➢ CFIA – Animal Health Directorate 

➢ Canadian Animal Health Surveillance System (CAHSS) AMU/AMR 
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